
Summer 
Reading
Check out these great titles for 

students entering Grade 6! 



Summer Reading...what will it look like?
Who: All middle school students
What:  ~Choose a book from the gradel level lists and one free choice book 
(fiction or nonfiction) Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8

  ~Fill in a graphic organizer to help remember important information
  ~Choose any book (fiction or nonfiction) that interests you
  ~Fill in a graphic organizer to help remember important information

When:  This Summer
Where: At home, on vacation, in the car, near a pool...anywhere!
Why:    It is important to keep reading. This will help you launch into a new 
school year and have collaboration time with your peers and teachers. We want 
to celebrate  with you next year!

Check out the video with Mrs. Lobik, Mrs. Grosso, and Mrs. Levesque!

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Lv6X3art-9tYCDth4X1Gy9LhZNokHwKp7CY5-fGxoAI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1B4y3XFgMrkZP8rpz3cCHwnZzrCiwckwmaGWOPGG8Lcg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1SPFEARomgnbMzABeyR0xHNAPOXSoCCvO4XpCLMaXUsw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oZYhBdTO4fNzoOdyr0LI4JzX7mx7OzhOKGskU2Iixbc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1t-StGx04WSE7OpUO2C7tqgZs7ydw7kxSX85HGlUGpDo/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BVkYagmui1zMJ8vMKDUp9qlg2W64gDSx/view?usp=sharing


Summer Reading...what will it look like?



A girl with Tourette syndrome starts at a 
new school and tries to hide her quirks in 
this debut middle-grade novel in verse.

Astronomy-loving Calliope June has 
Tourette syndrome, so she sometimes 
makes faces or noises that she doesn't 
mean to make. When she and her mother 
move yet again, she tries to hide her TS. But 
it isn't long before the kids at her new school 
realize she's different. Only Calli's neighbor, 
who is also the popular student body 
president, sees her as she truly is—an 
interesting person and a good friend. But is 
he brave enough to take their friendship 
public?

As Calli navigates school, she must also face 
her mother's new relationship and the fact 
that she might be moving, again, just as she 
starts to make friends and finally accept her 
differences.

Click the camera to watch the book trailer 
 

https://video.link/w/Ykk1c


Jilly thinks she's figured out how life works. 
But when her sister Emma is born Deaf, she 
realizes how much she still has to learn.

A big fantasy reader, Jilly connects with 
another fan, Derek, who is a Deaf Black ASL 
user. She goes to Derek for advice but doesn't 
always know the best way to ask for it and 
makes some mistakes along the way. Jilly has 
to step back to learn to be an ally, a sister, and 
a friend, understanding that life works in 
different ways for different people, and that 
being open to change can make you change 
in the best possible ways.

Click the camera to watch the book trailer 
 

https://video.link/w/Cmk1c


For as long as ZJ can remember, his dad has been 
everyone's hero. As a charming, talented pro football 
star, he's as beloved to the neighborhood kids he 
plays with as he is to his millions of adoring sports 
fans. But lately life at ZJ's house is anything but 
charming. His dad is having trouble remembering 
things and seems to be angry all the time. ZJ's mom 
explains it's because of all the head injuries his dad 
sustained during his career. ZJ can understand 
that--but it doesn't make the sting any less real when 
his own father forgets his name. As ZJ contemplates 
his new reality, he has to figure out how to hold on 
tight to family traditions and recollections of the glory 
days, all the while wondering what their past 
amounts to if his father can't remember it. And most 
importantly, can those happy feelings ever be 
reclaimed when they are all so busy aching for the 
past?

Click the camera to watch the book trailer 
 

https://video.link/w/cpk1c


In middle school, words aren't just words. They can be 
weapons. They can be gifts. The right words can win you 
friends or make you enemies. They can come back to 
haunt you. Sometimes they can change things forever.

When cell phones are banned at Branton Middle School, 
Frost and his friends Deedee, Wolf, and Bench come up 
with a new way to communicate: leaving sticky notes for 
each other all around the school. It catches on, and soon 
all the kids in school are leaving notes—though for every 
kind and friendly one, there is a cutting and cruel one as 
well.

In the middle of this, a new girl named Rose arrives at 
school and sits at Frost's lunch table. Rose is not like 
anyone else at Branton Middle School, and it's clear that 
the close circle of friends Frost has made for himself 
won't easily hold another. As the sticky-note war 
escalates, and the pressure to choose sides mounts, 
Frost soon realizes that after this year, nothing will ever 
be the same.

Click the camera to watch the book trailer 
 

https://video.link/w/qrk1c


An inspiring tale of a fourth-grader who fights back 
when her favorite book is banned from the school 
library--by starting her own illegal locker library!

It all started the day Amy Anne Ollinger tried to 
check out her favorite book in the whole world, 
From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. 
Frankweiler, from the school library. That's when 
Mrs. Jones, the librarian, told her the bad news: her 
favorite book was banned! All because a 
classmate's mom thought the book wasn't 
appropriate for kids to read.

Amy Anne decides to fight back by starting a secret 
banned books library out of her locker. Soon, she 
finds herself on the front line of an unexpected 
battle over book banning, censorship, and who has 
the right to decide what she and her fellow students 
can read.

Click the camera to watch the book trailer 
 

https://video.link/w/8uk1c


In one month Jeremy Fink will turn thirteen. But does 
he have what it takes to be a teenager? He collects 
mutant candy, he won't venture more than four blocks 
from his apartment if he can help it, and he definitely 
doesn't like surprises. On the other hand, his best 
friend, Lizzy, isn't afraid of anything, even if that might 
get her into trouble now and then.
Jeremy's summer takes an unexpected turn when a 
mysterious wooden box arrives in the mail. According 
to the writing on the box, it holds the meaning of life! 
Jeremy is supposed to open it on his thirteenth 
birthday. The problem is, the keys are missing, and 
the box is made so that only the keys will open it 
without destroying what's inside. Jeremy and Lizzy set 
off to find the keys, but when one of their efforts goes 
very wrong, Jeremy starts to lose hope that he'll ever 
be able to open the box. But he soon discovers that 
when you're meeting people named Oswald Oswald 
and using a private limo to deliver unusual objects to 
strangers all over the city, there might be other ways 
of finding out the meaning of life.

Click the camera to watch the book trailer 
 

https://video.link/w/8uk1c


It's 1942: Tomi Itano, 12, is a second-generation 
Japanese American who lives in California with her 
family on their strawberry farm. Although her 
parents came from Japan and her grandparents 
still live there, Tomi considers herself an American. 
She doesn't speak Japanese and has never been 
to Japan. But after the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor, things change. No Japs Allowed signs 
hang in store windows and Tomi's family is 
ostracized. Things get much worse. Suspected as 
a spy, Tomi's father is taken away. The rest of the 
Itano family is sent to an internment camp in 
Colorado. Many other Japanese American families 
face a similar fate. Tomi becomes bitter, wondering 
how her country could treat her and her family like 
the enemy. What does she need to do to prove 
she is an honorable American? Sandra Dallas 
shines a light on a dark period of American history 
in this story of a young Japanese American girl 
caught up in the prejudices and World War II.

Click the camera to watch the book trailer 
 

https://video.link/w/hwk1c

